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SPS AND PS EXPERIMENTS COMMITTEE
Decisions taken at the 37th meeting on 24 March 1998
OPEN SESSION
Status report from NA48 : G. Barr.
Status report from WA89 : J. Pochodzalla.
Status report from WA102 : A. Kirk.
CLOSED SESSION
   Present  : P. Bagnaia, W. Braunschweig, M. Cavalli-Sforza, B. D'Almagne (Chairman),
A. De Roeck, Y. Declais, D. Drijard (Secretary), L. Foà, G. Goggi, P. Grafström,
K. Hübner, D. Jacobs, K. Jakobs, K.-H. Kissler, B. Koene, R. Landua, M. Neubert,
M. Pennington, A. Pich, L. Ristori, J.-P. Riunaud, D. Simon, J. Stachel, M. Tyndel,
E. Tsesmelis*, D. Websdale, A. Zalewska.
*
 part-time
    Apologies   : J.-P. Blaizot, G. Wilquet.
1 . Introduction:
The chairman presented apologies from two members of the committee and welcomed the new
member D. Websdale.
2 . Approval of the minutes:
The minutes of the 36th meeting were approved without modifications.
3 . Report on the meeting of the Research Board:
The Research Board took note of the status of the heavy ion experiments and a consensus was
found for the idea of a low energy run in 1999.
24 . Status report on the SPS:
The SPS was essentially ready to start operations.
Following requests from CMS and ATLAS for a test-beam with a 25 nsec bunch spacing, a
feasibility report was presented. The committee noted that this kind of operation is
technically possible but is incompatible with other users because of a special machine cycle.
A few days would be needed to switch between this mode and the standard mode of
operation. For these reasons the committee will restrict this activity to its minimum. It
would like to receive an official request from the groups involved with detailed
justifications.
5 . Status report on the PS:
Many modifications were made to the PS complex during the shutdown. It was practically
ready to start operations.
6 . Discussion of the open session:
6.1   NA48:
The committee was pleased by the status report which demonstrated the technical quality of
the data taken in 1997. It took note of the efforts made to refurbish the detector, in particular
to correct the high voltage problems of the calorimeter. The 137 days allocated should allow
to increase significantly the precision presently reached.
6.2   WA89:
The committee took note of the study of the leading particle effects and the negative results of
the search for charmed baryons and exotic states.
6.3   WA102:
The committee noted with interest the results presented, in particular the kinematical filter in
central production and its possible use for glueball search. It looked forward for the study
of more channels.
7 . Reports from the referees.
7.1   TOP - A prototype for the TOSCA experiment (SPSC 98-2/M604) :
It appeared that the studies of the structure of the detector for TOSCA do not require the
realisation of a prototype as important as the one proposed. On the other hand the
construction of an engineering prototype preparatory to the final design of TOSCA seemed
premature. In this context the Director of Research announced that Italy had put in its 5-year
planning a sizeable fraction of the new n -beam; a decision should be taken before the end of
the year. In addition the utilisation of the proposed prototype for a period of time limited to a
few months in 1999 in the n -beam and in an extended X7-beam of the West Area would
impose constraints difficult to accept. The committee encouraged specific tests of a smaller
magnitude, possibly making use of the n -beam running in 1998.
7.2   Ion run programme for 1998 [NA50] (SPSC 98-8/M606) :
The committee heard the report of the referee and was happy with the programme presented
for 1998. The expected conditions of the heavy ion operation should satisfy the requests of
the users. The committee instructed the co-ordinator to apply an indicative sharing of the
beam intensity between NA50 and NA52 in a ratio 2.5 to 1 respectively.
38 . Schedules of the machines:
The co-ordinator showed the updated schedule of the SPS fixed target programme. The
committee confirmed that the 1999 SPS running period will start with protons and will end
with heavy ions. The PS East Hall schedule had been discussed with the users and the
overall requests have been satisfied. The East Hall was undergoing a major upgrade and the
first beamlines were expected to be available for physics in July. The commissioning of the
lines will continue into the Fall.
9 . Any other business:
Information about the committee is now accessible through the World Wide Web under
Scientific Committees: the list of members, the calendar of the meetings in 1998 and the
minutes from January 1997 meetings onwards. Transparencies presented in the open
session can be linked if written in the agreed format (HTML or PostScript).
The 38th meeting will be held on Tuesday 26 and Wednesday 27 May 1998
The 39th meeting will be held on Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 September 1998
1 0 . Documents received:
Memorandum from the members of the Letter of Intent I216: Oscillation search with the PS
neutrino beam (SPSC 97-21/I216).
Memorandum from the NA50 Collaboration: Ion run program for 1998 (SPSC 98-8/M606).
D. Drijard
